Republic of the Philippines
Supreme Court
Office of the Court Adminigtrator
Manila

OCA CIRCULAR NO. 08-2020

TO : ALL PRESIDING JUDGES AND CLERKS OF COURT OF THE
SECOND LEVEL COURTS

SUBJECT : RESOLUTION DATED 10 DECEMBER 2019 OF THE COURT
EN BANC IN AM. NO. 19-08-06-SC (RE: PROPOSED RULE
ON ADMINISTRATIVE SEARCH AND INSPECTION UNDER
THE PHILIPPINE COMPETITION ACT) DESIGNATING
THE SPECIAL COMMERCIAL COURTS AS COMPETITION
COURTS

For your information, guidance and strict observance, appended
herein as Annex “A" is the Resolution dated 10 December 2019 of the
Court en banc in AM. No. 19-08-06-SC (Re: Proposed Rule on
Administrative Search and Inspection under the Philippine Competition
Act) designating the Special Commercial Courts as Competition Courts,
the dispositive portion of which reads as:

NOW THEREFORE, the Court resolves to DESIGNATE the
Special Commercial Courts as Competition Courts to hear, try,
and decide cases involving violations of Republic Act No. 10667,
otherwise known as the Philippine Competition Act, and other
competition-related laws. The designated Competition Courts in the
National Capital Judicial Region (NCJR) shall have jurisdiction over
competition cases arising within their respective territorial
jurisdiction, while those outside the NCJR shall have jurisdiction
within their respective provinces.

Effective 1 January 2020. (emphasis supplied)
28 January 2020
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Annex “A”

Republit of the PYilippines
Suprene Coutt
Mlanila

| ENBANC
. NOTICE

Sirs/Mesdanies:

. Ji’fé_cx;S'ae take wnotice that the Court en banc issued a Resolution
dafed DECEMBER 10, 2019, which reads as Jollows:

“AiM. No. 19-08-06-SC (Re: Proposed Rule on Administrative
Search and Inspection under-the Philippine Competition Act).-
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DESIGNATION OF SPECIAL COMMERCIAL COURTS AS
L COMPETITION COURTS

. WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 10667, otherwise known as the
Philippine Competition Act, which was signed into law on 21 July 2015,
penalizes: anti-competitive agreements, abuse of dominant position by
entities, and anti-competitive mergers and-acquisitions;

~ WHERFEAS, Section 44 thereof" provides for the Jurisdiction of the
Regional. Trial Courts over these violations and . other competition-related
laws; o ' '

WHEREAS, in it 10-September 2019 Resolution in A.M. No. 19-08-
06-8C, the Court issued the Rule on. Administrative Sedreh and Inspection
Under the Philippine Competition Act, which laid-down the procedure for
the application, isswance, and implementation of inspection orders for
administrative investigations by"the Philippine Competition Commission for
alleged violations of the Philippine Competition Act, its implementing rules
and regulations, .and other com petition laws;

WHEREAS, Section 3 thereof duthorizes the Special Commercial
Couits in Quezon City, City of Manila, Makati City, Pasig City, Cebu City,
lloilo City, Davao-City and Cagayan-de Oro City to act on applications for
the issuance of these inspection orders, which shall be enforceable
nationwide; '

 WHEREAS, within their respective territorial jurisdictions, the
Special Commercial Courts in the judicial regions where the place to be,



Notice of R"‘t:solutzion S A.M. No. 19-08-06-SC
I December 10, 2019

mspwwd g located shall have wncurmnt jurisdiction to act on these
"1ppl!(:at1011‘>

WIIERTA‘% the Special Commercial Courts have been authorized to.
hear “intellectual property cases,! ‘admiralty and maritime cases,” and
|‘n,lnbllltauou, mbolvmcy and- llqt’l'idation cases wnder the Financial
Rehabilitation and Insolvency Act of 2010,” due to the commercial nature -of
these cases;

WllLRI AS, considering the commercial nature of compui‘ilion cay
and that the authority to issue administrative search and inspection orders fm
violations under the Philippine Competition Act, its rules and regulations,
and other’ compemmnq clated laws already lies with the Special Commercial
Courts, it is but appropriate for them to be designated as Competition -
Courts; |

NOW THEREFORE, the Court rebolve‘; to DESIGNATE the
‘spmml Commercial Courts as Compemmn Courts to hear, try, and decide
cases involving violdtions of Republic Act No. 10667, otherwise known as
the Philippine Compehtton Act, and other compelition-related laws. The
desighated Competition ‘Courts in the National Capital Judicial Region
(NC IR) shall have jurisdiction over competition cases arising within their
IBH]JLCUVO| tertitorial jurisdiction, while those outside the NCIR. shall have
jurisci LUOH within their respective provinees.

I*Mccuvu l Tanualy 2020,

"I‘ssu.ec'!. this 10" day of December 2019 in the City of Manila.”
Gresmundo, 7., on official business. Carandang, J., on leave, Zalameda; I.,
on official leave. (adv3s)

Very truly youts;
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Rmolmmh dated June 17, 2003 in. A;M.No., 03:03-03-8C (Re: Pr oposal to C‘omahdnra) Inrelleerual
Property Courts with Conuner ciat Courtsy, .

Resolution dated Apiil 12, 2005 in A.M. No. 05:4-05-8C (Rer Request for the Desigration of Special
Courts 0 T'ake Cognizance’ of Cases Involving Admiralty and Maritime Laws). This-was vevoked in the
Resolution -dated November 2( 2019 in AM., No. 19-08-14-SC (Re: The Rules of Procedure for
Aty uf.’y Cases). i

Resolutions dated June 16, 2()]% and June 21, 2016 in A.M, No, 03-03-03-SC,



